
Traverse County Commission 

Regular Meeting 

September 2, 2014 

 

The meeting was called to order by Commissioner Chair Kevin Leininger. Other commissioners present 

included Dave Salberg, Jerry Deal, and Todd Johnson. Don Appel was absent. The pledge was recited. 

The agenda was approved with the deletion of an Emergency Management update, and addition of any 

committee updates or other updates. 

Larry Haukos/Highway Engineer- Haukos presented a department update, including discussion of bridge 

construction, progress on the demo house, the street swap project, graveling, mowing and grading. 

Upon a motion by Salberg and second by Deal, Haukos was approved to purchase gravel from Wagner 

Company Inc. Salberg asked about the shouldering on #6. Haukos indicated they were graveling 

currently. He also asked about the 911 signs. Haukos indicated he gave the vendor authorization to 

begin in early August. They should take three weeks or so to finish them.  

Kit Johnson/Auditor/Treasurer- Johnson requested permission to refill and begin advertising for 

Rhonda Krumweide’s position in the Auditor/Treasurer office, for 37.5 hours per week. Salberg made a 

motion to approve and Deal seconded it. The motion carried unanimously. Johnson also discussed a 

request by Richard Teske, Jr. for a voluntary Land Conveyance. One requirement is County Board 

approval. A motion was made by Salberg and seconded by T. Johnson to accept the conveyance, 

contingent on there be no liens against it. The motion carried unanimously. 

Rhonda Antrim/County Coordinator- Upon a motion by Deal and second by T. Johnson, the minutes 

from the August 19, 2014 meeting were approved unanimously. Upon a motion by Salberg and second 

by Deal the following bills were approved unanimously: 

JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL   3,690.08 
M-R SIGN CO., INC.   2,007.41 
MARK SAND & GRAVEL DAKOTA CO  15,187.51 

Sibson Rock Products   4,202.19 
TRI COUNTY COOP   23,805.56 

ZIEGLER, INC.    10,020.88 

Per M.S. 375.12, the number of claims totaling $2000.00 or less were 43, amounting to $25,063.14. 

Antrim asked the Board for guidance on what they believe is the best approach for getting information 

out about the courthouse ballot issue. By consensus, Antrim will prepare a brochure with information 

and it will be mailed to all registered voting households with follow up information on the web site. 

Antrim asked for guidance on applying for a Primewest Health grant to offset some of the courthouse 

building project, should it go forward. Consensus was to apply. Antrim also asked for guidance on 

cleaning and maintenance issues with the current courthouse and how much should be done until we 

know if a new one will be built. By consensus, cleaning by Service Master will not be scheduled until the 

result of the election is known, but routine maintenance should be considered. Minnesota County 

Intergovernmental Trust rates were distributed for 2014 and 2015, as well as a letter from the Viking 

Library System regarding the mandated allocation for 2015. A copy of the Open Enrollment letter was 

distributed. The special budget work session was discussed and by consensus, it was cancelled. The 



Board believed they could make the decisions needed at a regular meeting and allow additional time for 

departments with large increases, specifically Highway and Sheriff’s Office. 

Dustin Kindelberger/Veteran Service Officer/Solid Waste/Safety Director- Kindelberger provided a 

department update. The fair booth was well visited. September 19th will be the Hazardous Waste day in 

Wheaton.   

Sara Gronfeld/Soil and Water/Planning and Zoning Director- Gronfeld indicated there were several 

permits this month for planning and zoning as well as SSTS. There were also two variance requests that 

were approved. She indicated that Dollymount Dairy conditional use permit application was withdrawn. 

Upon a motion by Deal and second by T. Johnson, the permit was denied unanimously based on their 

request for withdrawal.  

Greg Wagner and Tom McSparron/West Central Initiative (WCI)- They appeared before the Board to 

provide an update on the Economic Development Projects and demographic projections. WCI’s 

investments in Traverse County provided for 49 grants totaling $455,340.00 and 39 loans totaling 

$1,450,517.00. He recognized agriculture as a key driver and employment industry for the county. 

Component funds from Browns Valley Community Growth Fund, Browns Valley Education Foundation, 

and Wheaton-Dumont Area Community Fund, established in cooperation with WCI, have generated 

$241,865.00 in assets and extended loans and extended loans and grants in excess of $691,359.00. 

Kathy Werk/Douglas County and Stevens, Traverse, Grant Public Health- Werk, Assistant Director of 

Public Health, presented the Joint Powers Agreement for the Horizon Public Health. They have been 

working on it for about three and a half years. Implementation date is January 1, 2015. If each county 

signs off, they can move forward with employment offers in October, 2014. Deal had concerns with the 

wording of changing the formula in 2018. Salberg indicated that the lawyers wanted this language in 

case something changed drastically. Deal was uncomfortable with that provision. T. Johnson had 

concerns that is read it “will” change. That language is presumptive. The agreement was tabled until the 

next Board meeting so Werk could bring the request back to the Director and have the wording 

eliminated so that the formula will always be based on population. 

Angela Serocki/Human Resource Technician- Serocki presented the following policies for amendment:  

Credit Card Use Policy, Identification Badge Policy, Firearm Prohibition Policy, Direct Deposit Policy, 

Internet Usage Policy, Closing Policy, Anti-Virus Policy, Holiday Schedule Policy. Upon a motion by T. 

Johnson and second by Salberg, they were amended unanimously.  

Dave Salberg brought up a question from Wade Athey, Big Stone County Commissioner, regarding Big 

Stone writing a grant and maybe Traverse County would like to participate, with Federated Telephone 

and fiber-optics. Antrim should follow up with Kevin Beyer on Federated Telephone to see what their 

intent is with fiber-optics. He also updated the Board that Cass County, ND, will be joining the Joint 

Powers Agreement for the West Central (WC) Juvenile Detention Center. They will be purchasing 6.5 

beds. WC is licensed for 24 beds and averaging 14, so capacity should not be an issue. 



Todd Johnson discussed the aquatic invasive species meetings. He said there is a regional effort moving 

forward. The Regional Coordinator will attend an updated meeting to let the Board know projects 

they’re working on.  

Brion Plautz/Sheriff- Plautz presented a department update. The jail has been full in July and August. He 

also updated the Board on some equipment purchased for officer safety.  

Attested to by: 

_____________________________  _______________________________ 

Rhonda Antrim/County Coordinator  Kevin Leininger/Board Chair 


